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of the Extreme Left shaking their fists at the
Ministry, and a free fight being imminent, when M.
Senard, who was a man of considerable experience,
calmed down his friends and got them to adjourn the
sitting till the evening, in order to decide what should
be done. During this interval the committees of the
Chamber met, and M. Senard said to them, 'The
Government has acted very wrongly, but it has
admitted the fact and has declared that it had given no
orders, throwing all the responsibility upon the General.
This being the case, if we despatch to Rome, without
creating any crisis at home, a man upon whom we can
rely, I feel convinced that the matter can be arranged.'
He then named me, and added, ' I do not mean to say
that he is a perfervid Republican, but he has always
served his country well abroad without concerning
himself with home politics, and if he accepts a mission
he will carry it out faithfully.' "
On the following morning the Foreign Minister sent
for De Lesseps, and asked him whether he was willing
to undertake the very important mission for which he
had been selected. He agreed to go, and offered to be
ready to leave within two hours if necessary. His
official instructions drawn up by the chief clerk of the
political department, M. de Viel-Castel, required De
Lesseps to devote himself exclusively to the negotiations
and relations to be established with the Roman
authorities and inhabitants, with the object " at once
to deliver the States of the Church from the anarchy
which prevails in them, and to ensure that the re-
establishment of a regular power is not darkened, not
to say imperilled, in future by reactionary fury." He